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MESSAGE
from the President

2005 has been a productive year for Tennis in Hong Kong; the highlight of
the year being the sterling effort by the 16 and under girls team to reach the
Junior Federation Cup World finals in Barcelona, they finished up ranked as
11th in the world. Not bad for our small community. Another high for the year
was the Davis Cup Team winning all their matches in the Group 3 Davis Cup
Tie in July and earning promotion to Asia Oceania Group 2. The first tie in
Group 2 will be held at Victoria Park in February.

In June the Honorary Secretary of the Association Mr. Joelle Ho and myself
attended the International Tennis Federation (ITF) AGM in Prague. During the
AGM we were privileged to have meetings with the President of the ITF Mr.
Francesco Ricei Bitti to discuss the development of tennis in Asia, particularly
in Hong Kong and China. We were pleased to learn that Hong Kong has a very
good reputation amongst the other nations for our Development, Coaching
and Tournament Programmes.

Our Junior Development programme has gone from strength to strength and
new elements to be introduced next year include a badge scheme based on I'TN
assessment. We now have 10 centres with over 260 players in the HKTA Squad
Training; and over 3,000 children in various programmes under our Junior
Development umbrella.

Running parallel to the yearly Prince Primary Schools Mini Tennis Promotion
Scheme and the Mini Tennis Badges Scheme, the LCSD/HKTA Schools Sports
Promotion Scheme has provided over 630 mini tennis courses and 100 tennis
courses to thousands of primary students in Hong Kong. This intense tennis
activity in schools has not only created a breeding ground for the talented but
has also effectively promoted the values of sport for a healthy lifestyle.

The Talent Group and National Training Squad undergo intensive training at
the Hong Kong Sports Institute and at the Hong Kong Tennis Centre. Under the
leadership of the Head Coach and expert training from our team of
International coaches the juniors are posting some excellent results. We
currently have two girls in the top 40 in the world junior rankings and several
others close behind.

The HKTA Coach Licensing Scheme is proving as popular as ever, over 160
coaches are now registered, many of them working on HKTA programmes.
Several times a year a coach from the ITF comes to Hong Kong to conduct
training courses, and seminars and workshops are organised at least once a
month. This helps the HKTA ensure there are sufficient well qualified coaches
to satisfy the ever increasing demand.

Local Junior Tournaments have been increased; juniors can now play in
tournaments throughout the year at different venues. Entries for all
tournaments are increasing yearly. The Officiating Committee in charge of
Umpires and Linesmen for all tennis events in Hong Kong have had a busy year
arranging officials, in 2005 officials covered more than 67 different events

The HKTA league has been in existence for nearly 100 years and is still as
popular as ever, with 42 clubs and 230 teams now participating. Two league
seasons a year ensures that league players are on the courts for most of the year.
A very successful Junior league is also played throughout the winter months.

The Association is deeply grateful for the support of the International Tennis
Federation (ITF), the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee (SF&OC) the
Hong Kong Sports Institute (HKSI), the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department (LCSD) and the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation (HKTF).

I would like to mention my personal gratitude to all the HKTA Council
members many of whom devote hundreds of hours of their free time working
for tennis, to the hard working staff and to all the officials and volunteers who
help make our events run smoothly. Finally to all our members', thank you,
your support has made tennis one of the most popular individual sports in
Hong Kong. &
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Sponsor o Leagues

and Tennis-For-All Training Scheme

The HKTA was delighted to |
announce that SALONSIP,
the well-known brand for
pain reliefing patches
became the fitle sponsor |
for the 2005 Summer and |
Winter League and the
Tennis-For-All

for trial use.

SALONSIP

Training Mmee i

Scheme from May 2005 to Apr 2006. Samples of
SALONSIP patches and sprays have been distributed
to many league players and training course participants

Mr. Kenneth Tsui, President of the HKTA and
Mr. Francesco Ricci Bitti, President of the [TF
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