


• To promote tennis to all through the HKTA and collaborations with 
other tennis and government bodies

• To set and maintain the standards of the game to an international 
level and to nurture talented local players to compete in regional 
and international tournaments

• To raise the standards of tennis by organizing local, regional and 
international competitions
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The Hong Kong Tennis Association Limited (HKTA) is the national body for 

the sport in the HKSAR, in this capacity it has been serving the Hong Kong 

Tennis Community for around 100 years, with documented records going 

back as far as 1909.

The main objectives of the Association are:

• To provide the opportunities for any persons who wishes to play tennis 

in Hong Kong at whatever level, be it social or competitive, to do so.

• To maintain a fair environment in order to enhance the development of

 the sport.

• To promote tennis for all by organising training courses at all levels for

 local participants and tennis tournaments at both the local and

 international level.

• To ensure that the standards of the game are of an internationally

 acceptable level by maintaining close collaboration with the

 International Tennis Federation (ITF) and the Asian Tennis Federation 

(ATF).

One of our aims is to see our talented players competing at an International 

level and bring tennis glory to Hong Kong. In order to achieve this we have 

employed well qualiþed international coaches, and we also endeavour

to ensure that our local coaches are well trained so that all of the training

programmes run by the Association are of the highest possible standards.

It would be impossible to achieve these goals without a great deal of hard

work and dedication from many people.   The HKTA Council and the

Chairpersons and members of the various committees all volunteer their 

valuable time to ensure that these objectives come to fruition.

Last year when we had the Annual Meeting with the Leisure and Cultural

Services Department (LCSD) to go over our yearly plan we had set

ourselves 75 targets to meet in all our diverse programmes, I am very happy 

to report that thanks to the hard work of the Council, committee members 

and staff that the majority of these targets have already been met.

The next few years will be exciting for all sports and sports lovers in Hong 

Kong, with the Olympic Games in China next August and the East Asian 

Games in Hong Kong in 2009.  Tennis will be no exception, we are hoping 

to have several players that will be playing well enough to be in contention 

for medals in the East Asian Games and our players have already started 

training in preparation for this event.  Our dream would be to have a player 

in the 2008 Olympics but the chances are very slim, to gain entry to this 

prestigious group, a player would need to be at least in the top 80 in the 

world.  We do have one player Zhang Ling who is getting towards that goal, 

but the chances of her attaining that before next June when the selection 

is completed is slight. She is however our big hope for 2012 in London when 

she should be at the peak of her playing career.
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Our Davis Cup team are still in Asia Oceania Zone Group 2.  

Coming up against Indonesia for the second year in a row; the 

þrst tie of the year was played at home in front of a pleasing 

number of spectators.  Despite the support from the stands,

the team narrowly lost to the Indonesians.   Hong Kong was

unfortunately minus Martin Sayer and Brian Hung both of

whom were busy with college commitments in the USA

otherwise the result could have been reversed.

The team fared better in the second tie, the relegation tie, and 

upset the pundits by beating Iran in Tehran in April.  This was an 

unexpected and very pleasing result and means that Hong 

Kong will remain in Group 2 for 2008.  In a twist of fate, we now 

know that in the þrst round of the Asia Oceania Zone Group 2 

tie in February 2008 Hong Kong will once again play their

adversaries from Indonesia, this time in Indonesia.

In the junior team events our results were average, the girls 

who did so well in the Junior Federation Cup in 2006 were all 

too old for the event this year, a team of younger players were 

sent to compete, they þnished 10th in Asia however we expect 

better results from them in 2008.  The boys in the Junior Davis 

Cup þnished 11th in Asia, again it was a team of quite young 

players that will hopefully perform better next year.

Tennis in Schools
The HKTA have always believed that encouraging tennis in 

schools is an integral part of our development programme.  

During the past year, a joint programme with the Prince Primary 

Schools Mini Tennis Promotion Scheme, the Mini Tennis Badge 

Scheme, and the LCSD/HKTA School Sports Promotion Scheme

has provided over 553 mini tennis courses and 125 tennis

courses to thousands of school children at more than 109 

schools in the HKSAR. Schools are a natural breeding ground

for players with talent, and for those who just wish to play

recreational tennis, it encourages a healthy lifestyle and a 

chance to relax, something that is so important for everyone 

in Hong Kong.

Community Tennis
The HKTA realises that Community Tennis Clubs (CTC) are very 

important for the development and popularisation of tennis 

and we work closely with the LCSD to encourage and assist in 

the formation of new clubs.  We also have close collaboration 

with existing clubs and as well as helping them with their

development we also assist the CTC leagues, and arrange 

tennis and ofþciating courses for them when requested.  There 

are currently 33 CTC in the eighteen districts of Hong Kong, 

Kowloon and the New Territories.

Coaches Education and Licensing
In 2002 the HKTA started a coach certiþcation scheme, this 

scheme is conducted each year by an international expert 

who visits Hong Kong several times to hold courses at different 

levels.  The scheme has helped greatly in improving standards 

of the coaches in Hong Kong.  Many local coaches wish to

improve their standards, and each year we have a waiting

list for the various levels of courses ranging from Mini Tennis to 

Advanced.  For those qualiþed coaches who wish to update 

their knowledge with the newer techniques, refresher courses 

are also held each year, these are proving extremely popular.

The Association are aware that top quality coaching is the key 

to good results and we want to ensure that well qualiþed and 

dedicated coaches are available for anyone who wishes to 

learn to play tennis or to improve their standards.  To help to

achieve this target the HKTA have in place a coaches

licensing scheme.   We now have over 315 coaches

registered and working on HKTA programmes throughout 

Hong Kong.   To be a coach for any HKTA course, whatever 

the level, a coach must have complied with the requirements

of the coach licensing scheme.   This way we feel we can

protect the interests of the public and also keep a record of the 

ability levels of qualiþed coaches in Hong Kong.  Coaches can 

upgrade themselves and develop further skills by attending 

the many organised seminars, clinics, workshops and forums 

held throughout the year by the hardworking HKTA Coaches 

Development Committee.

Update For the Year
Last year in my report, and at the Annual General Meeting, I

alluded to the Hong Kong Tennis Association having its own

Tennis Training Centre, I am so very happy to report

after all these years that this is now a reality.  From 2008, the

Association will have its own dedicated Training Centre at 

Kowloon Tsai Park. The centre will initially have eight tennis 

courts, a gymnasium, practice walls and ball machine

range.  There will be ofþces for the Director of Coaching and

Development and the fulltime coaches who will be

permanently based there.   Also in the plans are a lounge,

library and video analysis room for the players.  Tennis training 

for the top junior squads will be held there as well as training 

courses at all levels for the general public.  Sufþce to say we

are very excited about this and see great opportunities for

enlarging our already impressive nucleus of tennis players 

in Hong Kong, and more importantly to have a base where 

our top players can play at any time of the day they are

available. This has been one of our biggest problems in the

past and with the coaches based in one spot and the courts

readily available the standards of our players will surely

improve.

Other exciting news with respect to facilities, is that Victoria

Park Centre Court is getting a face lift, all of the ofþces, 

shower and changing rooms, and the VIP rooms underneath

the courts are being renovated, and by the middle of

2009 we should have a facility closer to a good international

standard.  Unfortunately the capacity of the stadium cannot 

be increased, and we still lack in Hong Kong an indoor venue

capable of holding a big world-class international tennis

tournament or event, something that I hope in the coming 

years will be urgently addressed.

One thing that has been frustrating this year is that we have 

not known the status of our players at the HKSI.  We were told 

earlier in the year that because we had failed by ½ of a point 

to reach the target points set for Elite Sport status we would no 

longer be an Elite Vote Sports from April 2007, and were told 

we could appeal this decision.  We therefore appealed and 

had a hearing in February, however until the end of October 

we were in limbo with our elite athletes players still training at 

the HKSI and still being treated as elite athletes, the coaches 

were on one monthly contract terms and there was a great 

deal of uncertainty, which did not help either the coaches 

or the players.  We now know that Tennis has ofþcially been 

dropped as an Elite Sport, a decision we feel is ludicrous, as 

tennis is an Elite Sport both Internationally and in Hong Kong.  

We also feel that not sufþcient thought has been given to the

way that sports are given Elite Sports status.   Whilst it is

important to get results it should not be based purely on a points 

for medals system, but should also take into account many 

other factors, including numbers of players worldwide and in 

Hong Kong, the scope of the development programmes in 

Hong Kong, and the potential of the up and coming players.

Result wise we have had another good year, with good form 

from our juniors of all ages. Zhang Ling has made great strides,

earlier in the year she was number 16 junior in the world, 

then the coaches decided to let her concentrate on 

the senior events, this proved to be a good move as 

she is now ranked 423 on the WTA world rankings and is

improving with each event.  Two of our younger boys made an

 impact on the China scene earlier this year when they þnished 

in þrst and þfth positions at the National Junior Championships 

and also were number one pair in the 12 and under doubles.

Currently we have 11 girls and 8 boys on the International

Tennis Federation Junior World Rankings.  On the WTA rankings,

we have four players, Zhang Ling, Venise Chan, Polly Lam Po 

Kuen and Jessica Yang Zi Jun. Yu Hui Tung is the only Hong 

Kong player on the ATP Ranking List. If Hong Kong had an ATP 

or WTA event played here the chances of us having more WTA 

and ATP ranked players would certainly increase.

The Federation Cup team of Tong Ka Po, Venise Chan, Zhang 

Ling and Polly Lam travelled to New Zealand in May to play in 

the Asian Zone Group 1 competition. The team did extremely

well and narrowly missed þnishing top in their group and

therefore having a chance to enter a play off for the World 

Group.  Venise and Zhang Ling had some outstanding wins,  

beating players much higher ranked in the world than them.  

Eventually after count backs and play offs the girls þnished 6th 

and remain in Group 1 for 2008.
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Membership Services
We are continually upgrading our service to members with

beneþts constantly being sourced.  We strive to keep our

members updated with special event news either by posting

it on our website or by sending them emails and SMS  

messages.  A newsletter with some of the news from the past 

months was issued in October and we are looking at issuing 

more Newsletters in 2008.

Looking Ahead
Despite Tennis no longer being an Elite Vote Sport in 2008 we 

are upbeat about the future.  We are hoping that our Davis 

Cup team can þnally reverse the result against Indonesia in 

February and come back from Indonesia with a triumph,

and that our Fed Cup girls can just go that small extra step 

that is required to get them near the top of the group, and in

qualifying position for the World Group.

I would like to see our juniors under the guidance of our new 

Director of Coaching and Development and his team of

international coaches get some good results in the ITF team

events and come back from overseas with some more

titles in their pockets.

We realise that many juniors see playing tennis as a means to 

get a scholarship to a college in the USA, and we want to help 

them realise this ambition.  The Education and Qualiþcation 

Committee have produced information for these players, and 

we have a small group of persons who are available to talk

to any player and their parents about the scholastic

opportunities that are possible for tennis players, either in 

Hong Kong or abroad, and also what options are available 

to players after completing a full time tennis playing career.

International Relationships
Our international relationships remain good, unfortunately I 

was unable to attend the ITF AGM in 2007, however we remain 

in close contact with the parent body. Many tennis persons 

pass through Hong Kong during each year and we try to meet 

them whenever possible to exchange ideas and þnd out what 

is happening in their Associations.  Our relationship with China 

is good and frequent exchanges are conducted.

Tournaments
Many tournaments of all levels and for all age groups are held 

throughout the year by the HKTA, our afþliated clubs, the LCSD 

and other bodies.   We would however still like to see more 

Open events for the top players.  Currently there is the Hong 

Kong National Championships, the SCAA Open and the CRC 

Open but the players are always asking for more.  It would be 

very nice to see more of our afþliated clubs running an Open 

event each year.  A new event came onto the calendar in

2007 at the Clearwater Bay Golf and Country Club the “Hong 

Kong Tennis Masters Cup” a Parent/Child doubles event was 

also played at the same time. I would like to congratulate

CWBGC for the success of this event, I attended the þnals

and the organisation was worthy of a high-class professional 

event.   I would also like to thank the club for the donation 

made to the HKTA from the entry fees of Parent/Child event.  

Results from all these events are collated and fed into the HK 

National Rankings system for both seniors and juniors.

HKTA Homepage
The HKTA ofþcial website (www.tennishk.org) has recently 

been updated to make it more user friendly and attractive.  

We have also increased the Chinese content and soon it will 

be completely bi-lingual.  This is a very popular, well visited site

with all the information on tennis in Hong Kong, including

schedules and updated results from all the leagues and

tournaments as well as a photo gallery, some relevant

international news, offers to our members and archived

material.  New sections added recently include a special site 

for the TG and NTS players.  We often have comments from 

persons living overseas saying how much they enjoy the web 

site especially those exiles from Hong Kong.

Training for Excellence
In 2003 the HKTA formulated a training programme called the 

Talent Group (TG).   This group is under the guidance of the

HKTA Elite Committee and has become a very popular and

integral part of the Elite Training Programme.   We currently 

have around 90 children training at The Hong Kong Tennis

Centre, Causeway Bay and Shek Kip Mei and will be

expanding the numbers and the venues in 2008.   In order to

continually discover new talent, recruitment for the TG is

carried out throughout the year.  Open assessments are held

for players who feel that they would like intensive training

from well-qualiþed international coaches, and should the

player be considered of a sufþciently high standard, or thought 

to have potential, they are then invited into the TG.  Players are 

also recruited to this elite group via recommendations from

other coaches and also by our own full time coaches who

attend the local tournaments to assess the playing abilities of

the children competing.   The TG players receive intensive

training from well-qualiþed and experienced overseas

coaches and are given tournament exposure both locally and 

internationally.

In 2007 a new group was formed from the best of the TG

players called TGA, this group of players receive training at

Kowloon Tsai Park alongside the National Training Squad (NTS).  

Another group of the better TG players train at Causeway Bay 

courts. Once they reach a sufþciently high standard they will 

progress up to the NTS.

The National Training Squad (NTS)
This squad are the players training to represent Hong Kong 

at the yearly ITF team events and in ITF Junior Ranking

Tournaments.  From amongst this squad, we will þnd the

players that will be our future stars, and will compete in the 

coming years for Hong Kong in the Davis Cup, Federation Cup, 

East Asian Championships, All China Games, Asian Games 

and hopefully in the Olympic Games in London in 2012.  A very 

important part of their training is not just the on court playing, 

but also the þtness, nutrition, and behaviour as we strive to

impart a sense of team work, fair play and pride in their game 

into these juniors.

Players from China
In 2004 the HKTA imported three young female players from 

China.  It has been a successful undertaking and Zhang Ling 

one of the girls, has a very promising future ahead of her.  In 

August this year, she reached a high of 16 on the International 

Tennis Federation world junior ranking list.  She then stopped 

competing at the junior level to concentrate on the women’s

game and on 26th November was ranked 423 on the  

Women’s Tennis Association world rankings.   Another of the 

girls Jessica Yang Zi Jun after an unfortunate summer when  

injury kept her off the competition scene, is playing at both  

the Junior and Senior levels and is now ranked 54 in the world  

in juniors, and also was ranked around 1000 on the WTA list in 

the Summer.  She did very well at the Asia/Oceania Closed 

Championships held in October recently by reaching the  

þnals.  The third girl did not live up the playing expectations 

of the Association and has been training successfully as a 

coach for the past year, she is working as an assistant coach  

alongside our full time coaches and really enjoying the  

experience.  Following the success of the þrst group, the  

HKTA have continued searching for talented players and 

have just recruited a new young girl who joined the group in  

October. We are searching not only in China but also in our 

neighbouring countries and of course the search for local  

talent is unending.

Tennis for All
The HKTA have for many years been organising tennis

classes for the general public. We understand the need for

good quality lessons with well qualiþed coaches and want 

to ensure that anyone, whatever their standard or age, who 

wants to play tennis, can play.  Tennis For All fulþls this objective 

and has proven to be one of our most popular programmes.  

Currently we have courses running at  17 venues all over Hong 

Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories, and in the past 

year about 3,500 players of all ages have participated.

Ofþciating
One of the most important components of running a successful 

tennis event is the standard of the ofþcials.  The HKTA ofþciating 

team have in the past year served at over 60 different events 

including the Ladies Challenge in January, the Davis Cup Tie, 

CRC Open, SCAA Open, Clearwater Bay Masters Cup and the 

National Championships, as well as all the junior and district 

events that are organised throughout the year.  In fact there 

is not a single weekend except perhaps at Chinese New Year 

when our ofþcials are not working somewhere in the HKSAR.

We are always looking for new ofþcials to boost our numbers, 

and to þnd these persons courses are run at regular intervals 

throughout the year.  Promising ofþcials are sent to attend ITF 

ofþciating courses held in Australasia and in the past year two 

of the HK ofþcials passed the examinations during a course 

held in Bangkok and obtained their white badge from ITF.
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Obituary

During 2007 we lost a very well known þgure from the Hong Kong tennis scene.

Mr. Ken Catton

Ken who was born in Essex in 1923 þrst came to Hong Kong as a member of the armed forces during the Second World 

War. Instead of returning to UK after the war ended Ken fell in love with Hong Kong and joined the civil service in 1947.  He 

stayed with the civil service until 1974 when he retired as the senior treasury accountant to the Public Woks Department. 

After that time tennis became his full time profession.

His involvement in Hong Kong tennis started in 1960 when he became a council member of the Hong Kong Lawn Tennis

Association (now the Hong Kong Tennis Association) he became the Secretary and a Vice President of the HKLTA in 1969 and

then graduated to the President in 1971.  He remained President until 1976 when he stepped down to let the Mr. F.K. Hu 

take up the mantle. During the 6 years of his presidency he was also one of the founding members and the Secretary of 

the Asian Lawn Tennis Association and the Executive Secretary of the Asian Tennis Circuit.

In 1973, Ken was one of a delegation from Asia who went to a meeting at Wimbledon to discuss setting 

up an Asia Tennis Circuit, this became a reality and Hong Kong joined as one of the stops on a circuit that  

included Sydney, Jakarta, Manila, Tokyo and Mumbai.(then Bombay).   From 1973 until 1995 he was the company  

secretary of the Hong Kong Tennis Patrons Association.  He was also the tournament director for the many successful 

events that the HKTPA staged during those years on the MIPTC (later ATP) circuit; including the Viceroy Tennis Classic, 

the Citizens Tennis Classic, the Colgate Hong Kong Tennis Patrons Classic, the Seiko Hong Kong Tennis Classic and the 

Marlboro special event.  Players that came to Hong Kong for these events have included winners from all the Grand Prix, 

the players to name a few; Rod Laver, Ilie Nastase, Ken Rosewall, John Newcombe, Jimmy Connors, John Mcenroe, Pete 

Sampras and in later years Roger Federer.  In recent years although Ken went to live in France he was still involved in the 

special event held each year by the TPA at Victoria Park during the þrst week of January and was always seen around 

the courts helping an any way he could.  He did so much to bring professional tennis to Hong Kong and he will be sadly 

missed.

We see many new and exciting opportunities arising for  

training courses when we move to our Tennis Training Centre 

at Kowloon Tsai.   We will have readily available courts all 

day and evening and there are a myriad of things we can  

organise on these courts.   Of course this will not stop us  

running any of our courses in other venues and we will  

continue to expand and improve these in all areas around 

the HKSAR.

Our search for talented players mainly in Hong Kong but 

also in other parts of Asia will continue, and our local Elite  

programmes the Talent Group and National Training Squad, 

will be enlarged and improved as more talented juniors are 

discovered.

We have not forgotten our promise to bring back a  

world-class tennis tournament to Hong Kong one day,  

and we are currently looking into the possibility of that once  

the Victoria Park Centre Court renovations have been  

completed. Kenneth Tsui

President

Hong Kong Tennis Association
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Year in Review
2007 has been a very active year for the

Association and the Executive Committee

(EXCO), a great deal of work has been

carried out with the planning for Kowloon Tsai 

Training Centre and the numerous day-to-day 

affairs of HKTA, as directed by the Council. 

Major activities in 2007 have included :

Working with the committee chairs and

departmental managers to prepare and 

adopt the HKTA Annual budget for 2007/2008

and the yearly plan for 2008/2009. In the yearly

plan, budgeted activities and expenditures

were laid down in detail; þnancial control

has been exercised in a prudent manner

accordingly. Budgets for Kowloon Tsai also 

needed to be considered this year as well as 

the potential additional costs should tennis 

lose Elite Vote Status.

• Having regular meetings with the General Manager of the 

HKTA to ensure that all programmes and activities organized 

by the HKTA follow the guidelines set by the HKTA Council, 

and the various other committees. The General Manager 

helps the members of EXCO fulþll their duties and liaises 

with the LCSD, the HKSI, the International Tennis Federation,

 government departments and other sporting bodies on a 

day-to-day basis.   

• To ensure a good line of communication between EXCO, 

the General Manager and members of the HKTA ofþce and 

coaching staff. The operation of the HKTA is divided into four 

main streams: coaching, development, tournament, and 

corporate affairs and administration.  Each department has 

a competent manager and enthusiastic and good staff 

who report to the General Manager. 

• Our international relationships remain good, close contact 

is established with the parent body, the International Tennis

 Federation. Our relationship with China and the Chinese 

Tennis Association continues to ÿourish. Visits and exchanges 

with our Chinese counterparts are encouraged.

Executive Committee
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frustrating seven months. No decision was given to us by the 

date we were supposed to no longer be an Elite Vote sport 

(1st April). The coaches were put on monthly contracts, most 

distressing for them as they had no idea of their future, and 

the players continued to receive training and travelled as 

usual. Finally on 1st November HKTA received a letter telling 

us that our appeal had not been accepted and that a three 

months handing over period until 1st February 2008 would 

be given. This effectively means that the HKTA will have to 

take over the running of the Elite training programme. We 

will need to employ coaches and þnd the þnances for the 

overseas tournaments of these players. However we have 

vowed that the programme will not change and that the 

players will not suffer in any way.

• The next evaluation period for the Elite Vote Status is from 

1st January 2007 until 31st December 2008.  Unfortunately 

because of the outdated system of points for Tennis, the 

only opportunities for the HKTA to get the necessary 4 point

 senior results are very limited as during this period the  

only realistic chances are the Fed Cup and the Asian  

Championships. So the prospect of tennis returning as an 

Elite Vote Sport in the next evaluation period is very slim.

 

• The HKTA are still actively exploring the possibility of

 bringing a professional tennis tournament back to Hong 

Kong. With the renovations at Victoria Park underway until 

2009 this would not be possible until either late 2009 or 2010. 

EXCO will continue to follow this up as we are aware that the 

public of Hong Kong want to see professional tournaments 

back on the sporting calendar as much as the HKTA do.

• Meetings have also been held regarding the 2009 East Asian 

Games Tennis competition that will be held in December 2009 

at Victoria Park. This will be a high proþle tennis event with 

Men’s and Women’s Singles and Doubles and Mixed Doubles.

• EXCO have always been aware that one of the

 Association’s biggest problems is keeping our best players 

in the game, and have them available to represent Hong 

Kong at international team events and multi sport games. 

Due to the generous scholarships that are available from 

US colleges, to players that have reasonable junior rankings 

and good junior results, the better players often leave Hong 

Kong, and then, because of college tennis commitments 

that always seem to be at the times we need the players, we 

can very rarely rely on them to represent us. During the past 

	 year EXCO and the Education and Qualiþcations

 Committee have spent a great deal of time looking into all the 

various options for players after their tennis playing careers are 

over, in the hope that we can persuade more players to take 

up the game full time. However we are not neglecting those

 players who may wish to get an education before spending 

 more time on tennis, and should they wish to attend

 universities and colleges either in Hong Kong or in other

 countries we are there to assist them. A panel has been set 

up, and a leaÿet produced, to help any players or parents 

that may wish to þnd out more about these options.

Terms of Reference
i. The Executive Committee is a standing committee of 

the HKTA Council and is empowered to exercise all the

 powers and perform all the duties of the Council on any 

matter within the Council’s jurisdiction where decisions 

have to be made and actions taken between regularly

	 scheduled Council Meetings or where speciþc

 responsibilities have from time to time been delegated to 

the Committee by the Council

ii. It will also make decisions within the policies, strategies 

and agreed budget of the Council, conduct programme

 evaluation and perform internet audits

iii. The Committee shall assist in the development of agendas 

for HKTA Council Meetings and reviews recommendations 

from the President

iv. It will make recommendations to the Council on matters 

of future policy, government and external relations, media

	 policies, conÿicts of interest issues, strategic planning,

 funding and resource allocation, as well as on matters not 

assigned to other committee

• Bringing in talented players from China to enlarge our local 

pool of talent has proven successful and we will continue 

to identify players that may come to train in Hong Kong 

and eventually represent the HKSAR. We have found that

 having these highly motivated players in Hong Kong 

and on our programmes spurs on the local children and

 encourages them to emulate the good results of these

 imported players, thus improving their own results.

• During the year we have also been looking at the

 possibilities of having younger talented children trained 

across the border at a training camp in Shenzhen.   These 

children would be identiþed as players that would

 eventually, once they were old enough and had proven 

their talent, come to Hong Kong to join our training team. 

This will in no way deter the training of local Hong Kong 

juniors, our top priority will always be to these Hong Kong 

players and we will endeavor to þnd medal winners from 

amongst the local talent as well as our imported players.

• Renovations have started at Victoria Park on the centre 

court and the ofþce and ancillary rooms underneath the 

stadium, to bring up the standard of the facility close to that 

suitable for running a professional event. Many meetings

 have taken place to ensure that the space is utilised as 

	 efþciently as possible. New lighting will also be installed 

next year and courts 10-13 upgraded. Discussions are still

 ongoing regarding the relocation of the tennis courts 1-9

 when the proposed new swimming pool complex at

 Victoria Park is commenced. EXCO wish to see the

 equivalent number of courts that comply with

 international standards when the relocation is completed.

 The HKTA strongly feel that the public should not be

 compromised in any way, either by having fewer courts, 

non-regulation size courts, or by losing the courts when a 

professional event is taking place. 

• A great deal of time in 2007 has been taken up by the

 proposed acquisition of the tennis and squash courts 

at Kowloon Tsai Park. At the time of writing this report 

we have just been informed that we have been 

awarded the tender and we expect all of our coaches 

to be in the new facility by 1st March 2008. Work will 

 then commence on turning the underutilised squash

 	 courts into various ofþces for the Director of Coaching and

 Development and our contract coaches, a sitting area 

and library for the players, a video analysis room and a

 gymnasium. Further renovations will take place at a later 

date.

• Another matter that has taken up much time for EXCO 

both with meetings and with correspondence has been 

the Elite Vote. This year has been very disruptive with the 

HKSI Elite athletes training at the temporary premises 

at Wu Kai Sha.  Not only have the athletes had to move 

to this venue, we heard in January 2007 that tennis had 

failed to meet the required points for remaining as an 

Elite Vote sport by ½ point; we had gained 8½ points but 

needed 9 to remain an Elite Vote Sport. However we were

 informed that we could appeal this decision, the President, 

the HKSI Head Coach and the General Manager went

 before an appeal board and put what we considered a 

good and legitimate case, we were told we would hear 

soon regarding the result of our appeal. Then started a most 
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In the coming year, we will continue to work closely with the 

EQC in bringing  renowned professionals to Hong Kong in order 

to further increase our coaches’ training opportunities, and to 

assist them in their efforts to acquire higher level coaching 

qualiþcations.  

Workshops and Seminars
Workshops  and  seminars  play  a  vital  part  of  the strategy  

deployed  by  the  Committee  to  improve  the overall quality

of coaches in the territory.  In 2007, the Committee organised

11 workshops/seminars featuring renowned speakers from 

overseas and local professionals from the sports industry in 

Hong Kong.    

A series of workshops about sports science were delivered by 

Mr. Jerry Cheung, Registered Physiotherapist and an ACSM

Exercise Specialist.  The coaches were able to obtain a lot of 

important information as well as the latest reports on safety, 

injury prevention, rehabilitation, sports physiology, sports

psychology and sports nutrition, these workshops have

successfully enabled our coaches to improve both their 

coaching abilities and their knowledge.

 

In June, ofþcers from the Auxiliary Medical Service were

invited to give a very interesting talk on Cardiopulmonary

Resuscitation (CPR) and how to handle cases of heat

exhaustion and injuries to bones and joints.  The response and

attendance was just as overwhelming as in previous years

and all of the 26 coaches who attended passed the course 

assessment.   

In July 2007, the Chairman invited Dr. Julian Chang, a very well 

respected expert in medical, sports medical and well-being 

disciplines to conduct a seminar entitled “Doping and Sports”.  

During the lecture, Dr. Chang addressed up-to-date problems 

with drugs, the deþnition of doping, types of doping and

substances.  He also imparted a lot of information on sample

collection, laboratory procedures, results management,

sanctions and appeals.   Public education, legal and moral

aspects of the problem were also discussed.   Dr. Chang is 

the Hon. Medical Advisor to the Sports Federation & Olympic

Committee of Hong Kong, China and is a standing member

of the Medical Commission of the East Asian Games.    

The CDC also organised  a  workshop  entitled  “Davis Cup, 

HK Vs Iran” enabling the coaches to take a closer look at the 

event with the Team Captain, Mr. Derek Ling and Team Coach 

Mr. Venant Shum, and with them examine various issues

contributing to the result of this important tie between Hong 

Kong and Iran.    

Regular coach workshops on techniques and coaching were 

held during the year to facilitate group reviews on the latest 

knowledge of coaching and coaching techniques that will 

enhance the effectiveness of training.  Enthusiastic group dis-

cussions on tactics or special topics such as dynamic warm 

up, fundamentals were the norm.  These workshops included

“Hundred Fun Games” by Mr. Peter Chan, experienced

Team-Building Training Consultant, “Improve yourself so you

can improve your players” by Mr. Ricky Chan, Advanced 

Coach and Coach Instructor, “Improving Techniques” by

Mr. Ray Kelly, HKTA Director of Coaching and Development

and “Mental, Emotion, Physical Fitness in Tennis” by renowned

tennis professional Mr. Jacques Hervet.  

Coaches Development Committee

Year in Review
During the year, the Coaches Development Committee

(CDC) has worked tirelessly to pursue its duties of upgrading 

the overall standard of coaches in the territory, and to provide

HKTA certiþed coaches with access to the high quality of

coaching support service that is required to help them

uphold and improve their coaching standards.   This 

is especially evident in the Continuous Professional

Development Programme for coaches, which has a

demanding agenda of coaches’ workshops and clinics, as 

well as educational forums and seminars.   These workshops

are aimed at expanding the opportunities   for coaches   to

further enhance their knowledge, and to furnish them with 

the proþciency that is required to stay at the forefront of the 

coaching industry.   

Our work in assisting the Education & Qualiþcations Committee

(EQC) to raise the level of public recognition, and to look

after the interests of the HKTA’s licensed coaches has

continued.  In collaboration with the EQC and the Leisure and

Cultural Services Department (LCSD), the Coach Licensing 

Scheme(CLS) has been further promoted to the community 

and clubs.  Through the LCSD, the CDC has invited coaches

who work in the community programmes to attend the

organised workshops free of charge. This is to enable them to

exchange their experiences in coaching with other

participating coaches, and at the same time develop a better

understanding of how coaches are recognized in, and

beneþt from, the Licensing Scheme. 

Highlights of the year included the series of Sports Theory

related seminars delivered by Mr. Jerry Cheung from the Hong 

Kong Health and Rehabilitation Services and the seminar

entitled ‘Doping and Sports’ conducted by Dr. Julian Chang, 

Hon. Medical Advisor to the Sports Federation & Olympic 

Committee of Hong Kong. Mr. Raymond So from Hong Kong 

Sports Institute also conducted a workshop on ‘Sports Science

and Support to Tennis’.   In addition to these, in view of the

overwhelming requests for organizing a techniques

improvement workshop, Mr. Ray Kelly, Director of Coaching

and Development conducted an on-court workshop at the 

Kowloon Tsai Park Tennis Courts in September with the HKTA 

full time coaches.   The response was extremely good and it 

was one of the most highly rated workshops during the year.

In another activity in early November, with Mr. Lai Kwai

Cheong, member of the CDC as the Tour Manager, a team of

7 coaches traveled to China to visit the Hunan Province Team 

in Changsha, Hunan.  The tour members returned with a great 

deal of information on the player development system in

Hunan and gained a good picture of how young talented 

players are being identiþed and trained in the sport system of 

China. 

The CDC would like to take this opportunity to express our

sincere thanks to the speakers and coaching professionals

who have kindly rendered their valuable time to share 

their experience and knowledge with our coaches and for

their commitment in the development of tennis coaches in

Hong Kong.   They are Mr. Jerry Cheung, Dr. Julian Chang,

Mr. Daniel To, Mr. Raymond So, Mr. Ray Kelly, Mr. Venant Shum, 

Mr. Peter Chan, Mr. Eric Chu, Mr. Jacques Hervet and last but 

not least the Auxiliary Medical Services. 

Chairman 

Mr. Derek LING

Vice Chairman

Mr. Ricky CHAN

Members

Mr. Kenneth TSUI

Mr. Joel HO

Mr. Jeremy PONG

Mr. Cyril LAU

Mr. Robert SMITH

Mr. LAI Kwai Cheong

Mr. Bronson FUNG 

Mr. Venant SHUM

 

HKTA Staff

Mrs. Janet HARDISTY  Mr. Ray KELLY

Ms. Mona CHOI Mr. Eric CHUNG

Secretary

Miss Prima LEE
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HKTA Licensed Coaches (as of November 2007)

Mini-Tennis Instructors (MTL) 72

Level I (CL1) 173

Level II (CL2) 52

Level III (CL3) 20

Mini-Tennis Instructors

LAU CHI CHEONG

YIM YEE LI ELAINE

CHUNG WING WAH

CHAN PO CHU

CHU MAN WAI THOMAS

YAN NGAN SHU AMBROSE

LAM YAU SAN

LAM CHUN PAN

AU ROCKSON

WONG LAI KUEN

MAN LAI MING

FUNG MEI HA

SZE CHO TIN

TANG KWOK CHEUNG

CHAN SING FUN CATHERINA

WONG TSZ KIT

WONG TSZ MANG, HEALTHY

TSE HO YIN, REX

CHEUNG CHING MAN CONNIE

WONG KAM CHI

CHONG YUEN YI

SO KWUN LAI

LAM CHUI YING

TSANG HING WAI

KWONG WING HUNG

HIP KWOK WAH

TO KIN CHUNG

ON SING PIU

WU MAN CHUN

LAU KA MAN

SUN HOI LING

FONG YUN MING

CHAN LONG YAN

KO SUNG WING

LEUNG YAN CHI

TSUI LAI FUN

LAU MELBOURNE

CHOW PO YI

LEUNG KA FAI

KWOK TAI WAI

CHOI MAN TAN

YAU PING WING

CHAN MEI LING REBECCA

HUNG MEI HA

WONG LAI YUNG DORIS

TSE WAI YU PATRICK

HUI CHUN CHUNG

TSE KA WAI MELODY

SHIU WING SUM

TSE KAY YAN

CHAN YI MAN

LAM SUET WAI

CHEUNG YUEN TUNG

CHENG LEUNG FAT

LAM YUI TONG

SO MEI KIT

HO ASJOE KOK KWAN ANDREA

CHEUK CHI WAI JON

YEUNG TO WAH WARADI

LI YUK NGAN ANNIE

CHENG SAU KUEN

POON PAK NIN

LEE LOK MAN CONNIE

LAW HO YEE

NG CHI FAI SIMON

LEE SIU CHONG

SZE YUK LING

LUNG CHI LIN

LEE LOK CHUN JANET

WONG NGA YU

WONG PUI MAN

LEE HIN YEUNG

Coaches Development Committee

In  addition  to  organising  various  workshops  for  the coaches,

the CDC has involved coaches in an evaluation process 

through which coaches’ feedback is collected at the end

of each workshop.   By engaging the coaches in the

evaluation process, the Committee has been able to create 

a more in-depth understanding of the needs of the coaches

and continue to deliver value added workshops to the

coaches in Hong Kong.  

Coach Education 
The Committee is very grateful to the HKSI for providing a

subsidy to our Coach Development Programme.  The CDC will 

continue to make signiþcant strives in organizing quality

Coach Development Programmes for the coaches in Hong 

Kong and when appropriate endorse and support coaches to 

attend ITF coaches conferences.  

 

Coachesõ Beneþts
Our sponsorship programme for licensed coaches continues 

to expand to include more sponsorship beneþts offered by 

well established sports companies in Hong Kong.  In addition 

to the insurance coverage for all tennis lessons provided by our 

licensed coaches, each coach is entitled to receive numerous 

sponsorship beneþts provided by Dunlop and other sporting

and sports services related companies such as the

discounted physiotherapy treatment offered by Hong  Kong

Health and Rehabilitation Services. In 2008 we hope to further

expand these sponsorship links and increase our support to the 

coaches.

Online Coaches’ Registry
The  electronic  Coaches’  Registry   serves  a  multitude  of

purposes; not only is it a unique way of introducing our

coaches to the general public, it also helps to raise the proþle 

of our team of HKTA-certiþed coaches by increasing the

options and choices  of  qualiþed coaches  that are available.

The Registry is now in its fourth year of operation and has

effectively   served   in   promoting   our   coaches to the

members and to the tennis public as to facilitate people’s 

search for a good coach.  Additional information is continually 

being inserted  on  the  online  coachesõ proþles, such as year 

of coaching and work experience.   

The  Committee  will  continue  to  work  to  ensure  that the tennis

community has quick access to coaches’ information and  

our  coaches’  database, and  to  educate  end  users  of the

advantages of learning from qualiþed coaches.  This Registry

plays an important role in realizing the HKTA’s goal of

enhancing the general playing standard in the territory.

Coaches’ Library
The HKTA Coaches’ Library is continually being expanded as

the Committee source essential   publications, DVDs and

videotapes  from  the International Tennis Federation (ITF) and 

well-established tennis companies and academics in order 

to facilitate the continual development and upgrading of 

coaches in Hong Kong.  The latest issues and developments 

in the world of coaching will be added to the library to enable

our HKTA licensed coaches to keep up with changes in

international coaching. 

Terms of Reference
i. Design and implement tennis coaches’ training

 programmes in accordance with Council policies

ii. Design and implement programmes directed toward

 upgrading and maintaining the overall standard and

	 competence of all HKTA certiþed coaches

iii.	 To raise the level of public recognition of our certiþed 

coaches

iv.	 Create collective bargaining power to uphold the beneþts 

of our coaches

v. To monitor our coaches’ activities, attitudes and training

vi. To provide channels for our coaches to self-improve and 

upgrade continuously

vii. To work in accordance with the Education and

	 Qualiþcations Committee to assist our coaches in switching 

to the new certiþcation system

viii. To work in accordance with the Development Committee

 to help running the junior programmes smoothly and

 successfully

ix.	 Offer job placements to certiþed coaches.
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NG YUE KWAI

WONG WAH

SO CHI WING

CHAN KOON ON

MAURO FIENI

WAN SHU LEUNG

CHAN SHU KWONG FRANKIE

KWONG KWOK FAI WALTER

HO CHI HANG KENNY

LAM CHAK CHI

LAI SUI NAM

WONG TSZ LUN ALEX

CHAN WING LUN

CHAN LAI YIN

YUNG KWOK MAN PETER

TANG CHI KIN

LEUNG HIU CHUNG

AU TING HO

TONG JUNE KUEN

CHEUNG LAI HA

TO SHUN BOK JULIAN

LEUNG WAI KI

MA KIT LUNG TOM

WONG LAI KUEN KITTY

LAM YUN SANG STANLEY

LI KIN MAN TEDDY

CHEUNG KING KWOK

SHUM TAK HUNG

MA CHUEN PAU ROBIN

IP MAN CHUN

CHEUNG KAR CHAI

FUNG KIN YIP BROSON

WU YI LOK

CHUNG CHUN BONG JACKSON

LAU CHING MAN

LIN SHUN KIN

WAN FU WAH PATRICK

WONG KWOK KEI

TONG CHI WAH

CHUNG PUI KONG ALAN

LEUNG TIEN SHAN KEN

CL 2 Licensed Coaches

SHAM KWOK HING

HUNG CHUEN SHU PAUL

WONG SUI HUNG

LIU CHI MING

AU KA SHUN MICHAEL

NG KIN SHING

LEE CHI FAI

LO KAM SHEUNG

WU YUK KUEN

CHAN WAI KAI

CHOI KWOK FAI TERENCE

CHOY KOK PING EDDIE

FU KWOK

IP WING CHING SUNNY

KWAN WING FAI

LAI KWAI CHEONG LOUIS

LEE PAK YIU PADDY

SHEA PUI TAK

WONG SHING WAI BRUCE

TANG CHI MING

POON TAT LUN ALAN

CHEUNG CHUNG FAI

LAU YIN HO IAN

CHEUNG WAI PING BETTY

HO KAM HEI

TANG KWOK CHI

MAN KWOK FAI

MAK CHIU MING CURTIS

WONG CHE YUEN

YAN KWOK MING

LIN NING, LILLIAN

LING HAY MING DEREK

HUNT CHRISTOPHER G.J.

LEUNG YUK BING

CHEUNG WAI MING DICK

SZE YAN GARY

WONG PING ALICIA 

SHUM YAT WAI VENANT

LI SAI SUM

CHEUNG HUNG, LESLIE

CHEUNG CHO KING

LAU SO

LAU PING CHIU CYRIL

PANG LUI

WONG WAI MING DICKENS

CHOW CHAK CHUNG

LEE CHI ON WILSON

YIM WAI KEI

HO WING CHEUNG

HO KIN MAN RAYMOND

LIN SHAO PING

AU KA KEUNG CALVIN

CL 3 Licensed Coaches

CHUNG WA MING ERIC

POON SIU KI LESLIE DONALD

CHEUNG KWOK WAH

SHER PUI CHEONG

SMITH ROBERT

FOK KA HIN LANY

CHAN CHI SHING RICKY

LIN PING CHAO BENNY

WONG LAMSON

TAMURA STAN

LEE MAN KI

CHAN KAM CHEUN  KIM

BOOTH NATHAN

LEE KIN FAI ANDREW

LIU JIN JIAN

HART CHRISTIAAN

KELLY RAYMOND

TONG MAN CHUNG MELVIN

ELLIOTT ROSS

MATTHEW WILLIAM JOHNSTON

Coaches Development Committee

LEUNG NAI WAH

KO TAI MAY CHU

HUI HON MAN

KONG YUET MING

OR WAI CHUEN

WONG WING KAI FREDERICK

CHAN KWOK BIU

LAU FUK WAH

FONG WAI KWAN CONNIE

LEE SAU WAH

LO LAM

CHAN LAI SI

CHEUNG KAM HUNG STEPHEN

SZETO CHOI YING

CHEUNG LEUNG KAM ERIC

LUNG CHUN CHEUNG

CHAN PING YIU

CHOI CHI CHEUNG

YIP TING HANG

HUI WAI ON

LAI MEI YUK

LEE YAT YU

LEE SAI KWONG ANDY

HO MING SUN

HUI KIN WAI

CHIU MEI YUE

LI TAK WAH

LEUNG NGAI MING

FAN CHI SHING 

NG CHI KWONG

LAM SIN WAI

WONG TAT HANG MICHAEL

CHIU TAK CHI

YIP CHI YIN

LI PUI LING

LO HON TIM JOANNES

KWOK SAU KUEN

WONG PAK WING

KWOK NGAI TAT NAT

WONG SHU HUNG

CHAN YIU WAI

TSUI KWOK CHUNG

HO YIU FAI

CHEUNG HOK MING ERIC

WONG CHOI ON

YIP KIM LUEN ALVIN

SHUM JOHN

CHOW SIK MEI MAY

WOO MAN YIU

OR NGAI YIN PETER

WONG YAU SING STAR

WONG TSAN SANG JOHNSON

TSANG KEI SHUN

TSOI KIN HUNG

LAI CHI KIN

LAM KA CHUN

PUN SHIU MING

KONG KWOK KEUNG

CHOW KWOK KUEN

LO YIU TONG

TO KAM FONG

CHOI WING KAM

NG CHOR KEUNG

LAU TAK CHUEN

LAU YU SUN SUNNY

LI KANG WAN

AU KA MAN

MA KING TANG

LO PANG KEUNG

LAU KWONG KIN

CHAN FUNG PING

FUNG PO KEUNG JOSEPH

LAM SIU WAI

TSE HUI KWONG HUGO

SUM TAT SHUN

LEUNG WAI CHEONG

WONG YIK SING

LEE KWOK KEUNG

LIN CHI WAI

LAM KIM CHING

LEE WAI KWAN

CHOW YEE HAR

FUNG TSZ YING

LEE FUNG LUI

NG KWAI YIN

WONG KIN HANG

TSANG YUK LUNG CLIFF

PANG KWONG YUEN

FUNG HON SAM

LI TSUN MAN

LAM WAI HUNG MARIA

HON KIT FAI

CHOI HIN MAN DANNY

CHENG HO TING

CHEUNG FUK LAM

SUEN KAM LUNG

LIN WAI SING DANNY

LAU WAI FUNG

NG WING PO

SHAM YIU KUEN

CHAN MAN KIT

HO TZE KWAN

CHENG NAM WING

LAW WAI HAY GARY

NG CHI WAI

CHAN YAT

LEUNG WAH SHEK

CHONG KWOK FAI

CHAN SUN KUEN

LAW WAI KIN GERNGE

CHAN YAT WAN

CHING CHI PANG

CHAN WING KWAI

KU HO KEI ANDREW

HO CHIU

YANG YI

LO PUI CHUN LOUIS

CHAN KAI TAT

FUNG PO YIN

CHAN MAN SAU

WONG KIM CHUEN JACKY

KWAN KING SANG TOMMY

HO WAI SUN NEISON

SO KWOK CHU SANNEY

WONG YU HONG WILSON

YIU KWAI CHUEN RIBERT

CHEUNG CHI MAN

YEUNG CHIU YUNG DENTON

YEUNG MAN HO KEITH

POON CHIU YOK CHARLES

YU SIU WAI

LAM YIU KWONG

CL 1 Licensed Coaches
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HKTA Junior Tennis Squad
In  2007,   the  number  of   training  centres  has   increased 

from 13 to 16.  Over  560 teenagers  have  been  given the

opportunity  to  participate  in  this  well  structured programme  

under   the   supervision  of  our  experienced HKTA licensed 

coaches at various venues around the HKSAR.   The HKTA

Junior Squad has long been the breeding ground for aspiring

young tennis talents.   It is the HKTA’s vision that through the

Junior Squads we will build up a broad base of sustainable

tennis-playing youngsters in Hong Kong.  

International Tennis Number 
The ITN has proven to be a good tool for encouraging more 

people to play tennis and it has integrated perfectly into our 

development strategies by acting as an indicator for testing

the ability of players.   In 2008, we continued to hold ITN

Assessment Days to enable the tennis public to obtain their 

own ITN number under the ITN evaluation system.  

Development Committee
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Mr. Derek LING

 

Members  

Mr. Kenneth TSUI

Mr. Joel HO

Mr. Henry CHAN

Mr. KK CHAN

Mrs. Diana WONG

      

HKTA Staff  

Mrs. Janet HARDISTY

Mr. Ray KELLY

Ms. Mona CHOI

Mr. Eric CHUNG

Secretaries

Miss Olivia TSE

Miss Aby KWOK

Year in Review
The Committee is pleased to announce that the majority of the 

training programmes have recorded increased participation

in 2007.   The most notable increases in enrolment numbers 

include the well-established Junior Squad Training which has 

registered an additional 200 players in the programme during 

the past 10 months. 1020 children aged 14U enrolled in the

Tennis Stars of the Future, this is 150 more than last year, over 

4800 participants participated in the HKTA tennis and mini

tennis open enrolment programmes and a total of some 15,000 

students took part in the School Programme during the year.  

The success of the developmental programmes is largely due 

to careful management and the hard work that was put in by 

the Licensed Coaches.   Focus has also remained with talent

identiþcation and a Panel was formed to facilitate the

selection process during the year. Two open assessments were 

organized in April and June and 12 potential juniors were

invited to train under the supervision of the Panel and

Mr. Ray Kelly, the Director of Coaching and Development.

Players must complete a minimum number of training hours

per week as directed by the Panel in order to achieve

an optimal result and be eligible for further training under the 

Talent Identiþcation Scheme.    

Our schools programmes go from strength to strength.   We

have made great progress in terms of expanding the

development of school tennis on a territory-wide basis, with 

approximately 15,000 primary and secondary students

having participated in the Schools Sport Promotion Scheme 

in 2006/07.

We have also made signiþcant inroads in introducing the sport 

to the community and the corporate sector through a number 

of tennis initiatives.   In particular, an additional channel has 

been opened to promote tennis to the community, enabling 

senior citizens to play tennis through the Leisure and Cultural 

Services Department (LCSD) Healthy Exercises for Longevity 

Programme. 

The LCSD, the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation (HKTF) and

the HKTA have been working in partnership to increase

participation  across  all sectors to fulþll our task in broadening

the base of tennis participation in the territory.  

In 2008, we will continue to explore channels to promote 

the community participation in tennis, and ways to foster

partnerships with different sectors   for   the   promotion   of

community sports,   in particular the educational sectors, the

district ofþces and the  non-government  organisations  in  the

community, in order to promote tennis-related activities and

create a sustainable sporting culture in Hong Kong.  

The Committee has also worked closely with the Task Force

led by Mr. Daniel Lee to continue exploring innovative

strategies for improving the effectiveness of the training

programmes for players at all levels in the HKTA Squad

Training.  On-court workshops for Squad Coaches have also

been organized allowing Mr. Daniel Lee and Mr. Ray Kelly,  to

share their coaching experience.   As of November 2007,

there were 324 players training in the Foundation Squad, 

197 players in the Development Squad and 45 players in The 

Potential Squad. 

We expect that the Junior Squad Training will continue to 

grow each year.  7 additional Foundation Squads will be set 

up in January 2008 to cater for the new budding talents that

graduate from mini tennis and the tennis beginner  

programmes.  

Mini-Tennis
Mini-tennis plays an integral part in our curriculum with respect 

to junior development and the primary schools represents the 

perfect backdrop to implement the concept of mini-tennis.  In 

addition to being a challenging recreation for youngsters and 

beginners, mini-tennis is a good indicator of spotting aptitude

for the game and is a useful tool in cultivating children’s

interests in tennis.  Mini-tennis also offers a unique opportunity 

to encapsulate the beneþts of adopting a healthy, sporting 

lifestyle that can run parallel to school work, and generates 

a valuable prospect where parents can actively be involved 

with their children’s extracurricular activities through sports. 

Badges and Certiþcate Award Scheme 
Building on the success of the Mini Tennis Badge & Certiþcate 

Scheme, the Scheme has this year attracted many more

students who wish to acquire the badge of their respective

levels. Over 2,000 children have obtained a Gold, Silver or 

Bronze Badge under this Scheme. 

20
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HKTA Corporate Tennis Training Scheme
In addition to providing tennis training programmes at the community level, the HKTA also caters

to the corporate sector in Hong Kong.   This scheme offers tailor-made and budget-priced

tennis courses for players of all ability levels, taught by HKTA-licensed coaches.  Corporations 

have the option of choosing their preferred time slot and venue, and the schemeõs ÿexibility and 

cost effectiveness make it an ideal sporting activity for the hectic lifestyles of today’s business 

executives.

Corporations and other institutions that have signed on with the HKTA Corporate Tennis Training 

Scheme in 2007 include Jardine Sports Association, Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital, Emirate 

Shipping (HK) Ltd and Lions Club & Hong Kong Citizens.

HKTA / Prince Primary School Mini Tennis Promotion Scheme 2007

Funding: HKTA

   Prince Sports (HK) Limited

   HKTF

Objectives:

• To introduce tennis to children at an early age

• To promote Mini-Tennis to primary schools in Hong Kong and to identify talented individuals 

for intensive training in the Mini-Tennis Talent Group

• To cultivate a competitive spirit and to establish a sports culture amongst developing junior 

tennis players in primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong

Participation

No. of schools participated during 2006-2007 65

No. of schools participated in the District Inter-School Competitions 65

No. of students participated in the District Inter-School Competitions  608

No. of schools qualiþed for Annual Championship	 33

No. of students qualiþed for Annual Championship	 117

Programme Schedule:

Dec 2007    School Registration/Teacher Training Course

Jan – March 2007  School Visits

April 2007    District Inter-School Competitions

May 2007   Mini-Tennis Annual Championships

Development Committee

Community Tennis
In line with the HKSAR Government’s directive for wider public 

participation in sports and in order to create a strong sporting 

culture, the HKTA has worked closely with the LCSD to promote 

tennis to local communities.  A total of 33 community tennis 

clubs are now afþliated with the HKTA, the highest number of

community clubs amongst all sports in Hong Kong. In

collaboration with the   Federation   of   Community   Tennis  

Clubs  (FCTC),  the  HKTA also promote various tennis initiatives 

such as ITN through the network of Community Tennis Clubs 

to the tennis community.  It is our hope that by increasing the 

opportunities for community tennis to ÿourish, the overall tennis 

population may also grow to envelop that of the community 

and grassroots sections of our society. 

Tennis in Schools
The HKTA/Prince Primary Schools Mini Tennis Promotion Scheme 

and the Schools Sport Programme (SSP) continued its success 

in 2007. With the support of LCSD and Prince approximately

15,000 young school children have been given the

opportunity to play tennis at school and to compete in

inter-schools mini tennis/tennis competitions. Credit must go

to the schools principals, to the devoted teachers who have 

worked with the HKTA for many years, and to the HKTA licensed 

coaches.  

Inter-schools Tennis Competition
This was the fourth year that the HKTA have organised the

Annual Inter-Primary Schools Tennis Competition, which

consists of 4 regional competitions and a Grand Master

Championship.  In 2007 HKTA recorded the highest number of 

participants since its inception in 2004, with  over  468  primary 

school students playing in the competitions, and we are very 

optimistic  that  the  number  of  participants  will continue to

increase next year.   This is another concrete step we have

taken to further popularise school tennis in the territory.  

To promote the concept of ‘Tennis-For-All’ and to popularise

tennis in the community, the HKTA offers regional tennis

and mini-tennis training programmes for adults and juniors 

across the territory.  Divided into Beginners, Intermediate and

Advanced Levels, these Tennis-For-All training courses and

 other courses under the Regional Mini-Tennis Training Scheme 

focus on increasing the accessibility of tennis to everyone in 

the community.  Overseen by HKTA-licensed coaches in order 

to safeguard coaching quality, courses have been designed 

to accommodate progression of advanced players as well as 

to accommodate those who wish to learn to play the game 

and enjoy tennis purely as a recreational activity.

To encourage teenagers to make better use of their summer 

vacation, and to expand the exposure of tennis to youngsters,

the ever-popular Hong Kong Tennis Stars of the Future

Programme once again kicked off in July.  First inaugurated 

with the blessing of Asian-American tennis star, Michael 

Chang, the programme has for years attracted thousands of 

newcomers to the game of tennis. In 2007 approximately 1020 

fresh new faces have picked up a tennis racquet for the þrst 

time, all of whom will hopefully, in time, learn to appreciate 

the time-honoured virtues of tennis and come to embrace it 

as “a sport for life”.
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Open Mini-Tennis Competitions 2007

Funding:	 HKTA

   LCSD 

Objectives:

• To arouse interest among young players to engage in mini-tennis

• To allow young players to experience competitive tennis at a young age

No. of Participants:  581

Programme Schedule:

Mar 31 - Apr1, 2007       Fat Kwong Street Sports Center

Jul 7- 8, 2007             Shun Lee Tsuen Sports Center

Sep 15 -16, 2007           Kwun Chung Complex Indoor Games Hall

Dec1 - 2, 2007             Po Kong Village Sports Center

Age Groups:

Boys’ and Girls’ 7 and Under

Boys’ and Girls’ 8 and under

Boys’ and Girls’ 9 and under

Development Committee

Venues for Tennis-For-All:

Aberdeen Tennis & Squash Centre Lai Chi Kok Park Causeway Bay Sports Ground 

Junction Road Park Ma On Shan Recreation Ground Morse Park

Siu Lek Yuen Road Playground Quarry Bay Park Tai Po Sports Ground

Sai Wan Ho Playground Tuen Mun Tang Shiu Kin Sports Ground Tsing Yi Park

Wan Tau Kok Playground Victoria Park Sin Fat Road Tennis Courts 

Cherry Street Pak Kowloon Tsai Park

Participation

No. of Training Courses organised in 2007 (Tennis-For-All) 222 (Juniors)

 115 (Adult)

No. of Participants (Tennis-For-All) 2573 (Juniors)

 923 (Adult)

No. of Training Courses organised in 2007 (Regional Mini Tennis) 120

No. of Participants (Regional Mini Tennis) 1350

Development Committee

HKTA Tennis-For-All Training Scheme

Funding:	 HKTA

Objectives:

• To introduce the sport of tennis to the general public

• To provide avenues through which the public can engage in quality and affordable tennis 

training, supervised by professional coaches

• To provide a progression path for keen players

• To serve as an entry point where young players can progress to the Junior Squad and Talent 

Group levels

Types of Training Programmes:

1.  Regional Mini-Tennis Training Programme – targets the 4-9 age group

2.  Tennis-for-All Junior Training Programme – targets the 7 - 17 age group

3.  Tennis-for-All Training Programme – targets players aged 18 and above

Levels:

(1) Elementary    (2) Intermediate  (3) Advanced

School Sports Programme 2006/2007

Funding: HKTA

 LCSD

Objectives:

• Bridging programme to retain talented youngsters in the sport

• To provide aspiring tennis players with continual exposure to the 

game of tennis

• To cultivate a competitive spirit and to establish a sports culture 

amongst developing junior tennis players in primary schools

Anticipated Participation

No. of schools to take part in 2006/07(Easy Sports) 60

No. of schools to take part in 2006/07 (Outreach) 37 

No. of classes to take part in 2006/07 (Demo) 20

No. of classes to take part in 2006/07 (Easy Sports) 553

No. of classes to take part in 2006/07 (Outreach) 125

No. of classes to take part in 2006/07 (Joint School) 48

No. of players to take part in 2006/07 (Easy Sports) 13272

No. of players to take part in 2006/07 (Outreach) 1875
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Terms of Reference
i. To formulate a yearly plan of programme activities for the development of tennis in Hong Kong and to come up with a 

budget relating to the programme activities

ii. To conduct activities for the recruitment of grassroots players

iii. To promote mini-tennis and tennis in primary schools and various districts and to organise mini-tennis and tennis competitions

iv. To facilitate tennis-related programmes for secondary school students, the general public and corporate companies

v. To  be  responsible  for  the  HKTA  Junior  Squad  Training  Programme  and  to  exercise  quality  control  over  the programme

vi. To organise local and overseas activities for junior players such as the China Tour

vii. To coordinate with the Talent Group / Elite Committee to identify talents and to bridge the transition from Junior Squad to the 

Talent Group / Elite Squad

viii. To coordinate with the Tournament Committee in relation to the Hong Kong Junior Tennis Series, Junior Rankings, and other 

junior age group tournaments

Tennis Stars of the Future 2007

Funding:  HKTA

 LCSD

Objectives:

• To provide easy access to tennis for the 6 -14 age group, with emphasis on the grassroots level

Å	 Serves as a source of talent identiþcation where aspiring players can be recruited into the HKTA Squad Programme

No. of Participants

800    Stage I Challenge Days (May)

1042   Stage II Training Courses (July – August)

473   Stage III Training Courses (September – October)

338   Stage IV Training Courses (November – December)

80   Stage V Tennis Competition (10 December) HKTA Junior Squad

Junior Tennis Squad

Funding:	 HKTA

 LCSD

Objectives:

• To provide quality coaching and training to aspiring young players aged between 8 - 16

Å	 Serves as a major channel for talent identiþcation and subsequent recruitment to the HKTA Talent Group

No. of Participants: approximately 550

No. of Centres: 16

Levels: Foundation / Development / Potential

Venues:

HK Island

Aberdeen Tennis & Squash Centre

Chai Wan Park Tennis Courts

Quarry Bay Park Tennis Courts

Kowloon

Junction Road Park Tennis Courts 

Morse Park No. 4 Tennis Courts

Jordan Valley Tennis Courts

Cherry Street Tennis Courts

N.T.

Po Tsui Park Tennis Courts

Tuen Mun Tang Siu Kin Playground Tennis Courts

Tsing Yi Park Tennis Courts 

Sai Ching Street Tennis Courts

Yuen Wo Playground Tennis Courts

Tin Shui Wai Park Tennis Courts

Tai Po Sports Ground Tennis Courts

Siu Lek Yuen Road Playground Tennis Courts

Tsang Tai Uk Tennis Courts

Development Committee
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HKTA Coach Licensing Scheme
Initiated by the Education & Qualiþcations Committee, the 

HKTA Coach Licensing Scheme (CLS) serves to provide quality

benchmarks to assess the overall standard of coaches and thus 

provide a formal recognition for the coaches; safeguard the

interests of the tennis public and implement a continuous

professional development programme for coaches in Hong 

Kong.  The four-level licensing scheme comprises  Advanced 

Level (CL-3), Development Level (CL-2) and Elementary

Level (CL-1),  as well as the Mini-Tennis Instructor Level (MTL),

providing different levels and paths for professional

development. All coaches employed by the HKTA to conduct 

its training courses must hold valid HKTA licences.  

In 2007 approximately 70% of the licensed coaches had gained 

the prerequisite credit points and had successfully renewed 

their licenses for another two years. Since the commencement

of CLS in 2003, the Committee has actively promoted its

implementation to the community programmes.   Following 

the success of last year, in March 2007, the Committee jointly

organized a second seminar for the LCSD registered coaches.  

During the seminar the objectives and values of the CLS were  

made known to the coaches. They were informed how the 

CLS has helped coaches in Hong Kong in keeping abreast of 

the latest coaching know-how and technology in the game 

of tennis through education.  We are very gratiþed to see that 

the number of licensed coaches working on the community

tennis programmes is increasing yearly.  

Particular thanks must go to the LCSD for their continuous

support of the scheme over the past years. We fully expect 

that the Licensing Scheme will continue to expand and will

effectively serve to assist coaches to make continuous

improvement, as well as giving the public benchmarks

for assessing the overall quality of coaches in Hong Kong.

We anticipate that enrolment under this scheme will further

increase in the coming years.  

Education & Qualifications Committee

Chairlady

Mrs. Diana WONG

Members

Mr. Henry CHAN

Mr. Ricky CHAN

Mr. Andrew LEE

Mr. Derek LING

Mr. SIN Kim Wai

Mr. Peter WAN

     

HKTA Staff

Mrs. Janet HARDISTY

Mr. Ray KELLY  

Ms. Mona CHOI

Secretary

Miss Prima LEE

Year in Review
During the year of 2007, the Education and Qualiþcations 

Committee (EQC) has continued working with the Coaches 

Development Committee towards the objective of raising 

the general standard of coaching in Hong Kong. Despite the

challenges that exist, the EQC has been pleased with the

increased support rendered by the Leisure and Cultural

Services Department (LCSD) and the HKTA afþliated clubs in 

promoting the Coach Licensing Scheme (CLS) to the public.

As a result of this collaboration, an increase of 22% in the 

number of licensed coaches has been seen when compared 

with that of last year. As of November 2007 there was a total of 

317 licensed coaches.

Another innovation in 2007 was the design of a logo

exclusively for the CLS. It is the symbol of the CLS and all 

HKTA licensed coaches have been given access to this logo.

A name card for licensed coaches bearing the logo has

also been designed for the purpose of promoting their status

in the Licensing Scheme.   Licensed coaches are being

encouraged to place their orders and to have their individual 

name cards printed by the HKTA. 

In the areas of players’ education, the Committee has been 

endeavoring to help athletes with advice on academic study 

and future career paths.  A panel has been set up to address

players’ needs in education and a pamphlet has been

produced.  Members of the Committee have also attended 

parents meetings to explain “Careers in Tennis and Education 

Opportunities” to the parents and to answer questions relating

to opportunities and alternatives available to players at

different stages. 

ITF-endorsed HKTA Coach
Certiþcation Scheme
The Committee has maintained a close working relationship

with the International Tennis Federation (ITF) and professionals

in the þeld by seeking their views and  expertise to support the

growth of our Certiþcation Programme. Since its

inauguration in 2002, Mr. Jacques Hervet, an ITF Programme

Expert from France, along with Mr. Ricky Chan, our local tutor,

have contributed immensely to the programme design and 

implementation. Over the past six years, the HKTA has

successfully conducted 13 Mini-Tennis Instructor Courses, 19

Elementary Coaching Courses, 8 Development   Coaching

Courses, and   1 Advanced Coaching Course.   In addition

to these, the Committee initiated 2 EC Pre Courses and 2 

DC workshops to provide introductory course information to

course attendees so that they could better prepare

themselves for the training courses and the examinations.  

The Committee has met regularly to review and evaluate 

the ITF-endorsed HKTA Coach Certiþcation Scheme and has 

worked closely with the Coach Development Committee to 

ensure that the need for quality and certiþed coaches is met 

at all times.   
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Secretary
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Year in Review
During   the   past   twelve   months,   the   Elite

Committee has been making a great deal of 

progress implementing high level training

programmes for  our top juniors, and providing the 

best care for developing players   in   the   Elite

Programmes.   The National Training Squad (NTS)

have been given many opportunities to take part 

in overseas tournaments, including  the  Chinese

National Junior Series in Jiangmen and Beijing, ATF 

Junior Series in Korea and Malaysia as well as the

ITF junior tournaments in Thailand and Singapore. 

There has been some very encouraging results

with our players doing extremely well in several

tournaments,

In particular NTS members Kevin Wong and Brian Yeung who

together won the 12U Doubles title in the Chinese National 

Junior Series Grand Masters in Beijing, Kevin also claimed the 

winner trophy in the 12U Singles.  

The   Elite   Committee   also   works   closely   with   the  

HKTA Selection Panel ensuring that the procedure of

selection for junior team events is  well  deþned and followed

when selecting teams for the   ITF   Team   Events   namely 

Junior  Davis  Cup,  Junior  Fed  Cup  and  World  Junior Tennis.

Our ultimate objective is to nurture potential players into

medal-winning candidates at major games and other 

top level competitions such as the Asian Games, East Asian 

Games, the Asian Championships and hopefully one day the 

Olympic Games.  We also want to see the next generation of 

promising juniors testing the waters on the professional circuit

in the not too distant future. 

In 2007 most of our teams were able to improve on the

previous year’s results.  The Junior Davis Cup Team came 11th 

(14th in 2006) in the Asia-Oceania Qualifying event held in

Thailand. The World Junior Tennis Boys and Girls Team were 

placed 8th (14th in 2006) and 12th (12th in 2006) respectively

in the Asia-Oceania Qualifying event played in India and 

the Junior Fed Cup Team came 10th in the Asia-Oceania

Qualifying (4th in 2006) in Malaysia. 

The Committee has also played an active role in supporting 

the HKSI Elite Scholarship Players including Zhang Ling and 

Yang Zi Jun by working closely with the HKSI Coaching and

Management team to ensure the provision of a professional 

and comprehensive programme for the players to help 

them excel in their careers.   Since January 1, 2007, they 

have won several titles and had many semi þnal and

quarterþnal results in ITF Junior Circuit tournaments, and

Zhang Ling has won 2 titles in Women’s Tennis Association

(WTA) tournaments.   In November 2007, Zhang Ling was  

ranked 423 in the WTA Singles Rankings and 23 in ITF Junior 

Ranking (having had a high of 16 in the world before she 

stopped playing junior tournaments to concentrate on the 

WTA circuit). Yang Zi Jun is currently ranked 54 in ITF Junior  

Ranking having just þnished runner up in the Asia Oceania 

Championships which was a great win for her. Currently there 

are 8 boys and 11 girls on the ITF Junior World Rankings. 

Education & Qualifications Committee

HKTA Education Initiatives
Players of the HKTA have made considerable contributions to 

the tennis scene in Hong Kong. Their undeniable achievements

in the development of themselves as players, and their efforts 

for the development of tennis in Hong Kong warrant support 

from the HKTA in offering to help them secure scholarships and 

places at schools, colleges and universities both in Hong Kong 

and in other countries.  It is the aim of the Committee to assist 

high calibre tennis players to study at colleges or universities 

that provide a quality environment for academic excellence

and at the same time allow them to develop their tennis

talent. 

During 2007, the HKTA set up a database to assist players to

apply for university scholarships and also formed a Panel of 

experienced members to help provide advice on studying in 

local and overseas colleges and universities.  We þrmly believe 

that this is a worthy course and that successful partnerships 

like this are essential for the development of players and the 

grooming of future sports leaders. 

In September 2007, members of the Committee spoke to 

many parents to promote these services and to impress upon 

them the beneþts of being a top junior when applying for

scholarships, and most importantly, stressed the importance of 

keeping a good balance between tennis and school.  

In the year 2008, the Committee will continue to seek out new 

channels for the improvement of its educational service for 

players and to collaborate with local and overseas schools 

in the provision of additional assistance to our junior players.  

Finally, the HKTA will continue to liaise with various sports and 

education bodies to petition the Education and Manpower 

Bureau for the adoption of a more sports-person friendly policy. 

Terms of Reference
i. To identify and address the educational needs of Squad

 juniors

ii. To liaise with schools and tertiary educational institutions

 regarding the educational needs of Squad juniors

iii. To provide guidance and advice to Squad parents on the 

educational options open to their children
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NTS Overseas Tournaments & Training

2007 Chinese National Junior Series

(January and August 2007)

In early 2007 at the Chinese National Junior Series Leg 2 in 

Jiangmen, Kevin Wong won the Boys’ 12U Singles title when 

he defeated the top-seeded player from Tianjin in the þnal.  

He then teamed up with fellow NTS player Brian Yeung to 

beat the team from Hunan to take the Doubles’ title.  As a 

result of these wins both the boys secured sufþcient points to 

qualify for the Grand Masters held in Beijing in August and they

eventually became the Grand Winners in the 12U Doubles’

event with Kevin also taking the 12U Singles title.  Both players 

did extremely well for themselves and for Hong Kong and we 

were very proud of their results.   The HKTA will continue in its

efforts to assist young talents in gaining such invaluable

experience in China and in other international tournaments. 

Full Time Training 
The Committee has endeavoured to produce a continuous 

quality ÿow of talented juniors to the HKSI Elite Squad, and are

keen to recognise top junior players who have great

potential and are 100% committed to tennis.  The programme

is designed for top players from Hong Kong and other

countries who will eventually represent Hong Kong at a high

level. The Committee through this programme select and

award subsidies on a full or partial  basis  to  players  who  have  

shown   the   ability   to achieve excellence for Hong Kong

tennis.  It was very pleasing when earlier this year two of our full

time players, Zhang Ling and Yang Zi Jun were awarded HKSI 

Scholarship Athlete status, we hope that our work will continue 

to succeed and that in the future more players will be given 

the opportunity to experience international tennis and embark 

on a professional tennis career.  

National Training Squad 
Since  the  National  Training  Squad  was  inaugurated  in 2003, 

a selected group of talented juniors aged between 12-16 have 

been training under the Elite Committee and the dedicated 

HKTA coaching team.  This training is specially structured  and  

designed  to  help  players  excel  on  the tennis  court  and

ultimately  become  medal  winners  for Hong Kong.   NTS players

have been given a multitude of beneþts and privileges, such 

as regular subsidised tours, free entry for HKTA tournaments,

þtness equipment and sponsorships etc.

Taiwan National Junior Championships, Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

(January 2007)

During the New Year holidays, Coach Christiaan led a group 

of 7 players to Kaohsiung, Taiwan to compete in a number 

of national singles and doubles tournaments against some 

of their best counterparts in Taiwan.  One of our players Justin

To captured the 14U Singles’ event, and all the players

thoroughly enjoyed this trip as it was a unique opportunity for 

them  to  play  and  compete  on  clay  courts.      As there 

are currently no clay courts in Hong Kong, this trip was even 

more crucial to their overall tennis development.  After  the  trip  

was  concluded  with  many  practice sessions and matches

under their belt, the players gained a much better 

understanding of playing effectively on clay courts.  It was an

extremely rewarding trip and the Committee  will  continue  to

seek   opportunities   to   send our juniors to play on different

surfaces in order to enrich their playing experience and

improve their physical and mental strength. 

 

Elite Committee

Other  activities have included  Interport  Matches  arranged

with   the   Guangdong   province   team and Yue Xiu Qu

Tennis Association in February, August and October 07.

During these events a selection of 12 & under, 14 & under and 

16 & under NTS and Talent Group (TG) players competed

in a number of singles, and doubles matches against 

their mainland counterparts. In other events, selected NTS 

and Talent Group A players were endorsed to play in the

ATF 14U Series held in Malaysia in August and Korea in

October. 

The Talent Group (TG) Training has been successfully

revamped this year and a new training centre has been set

up in Causeway Bay Sports Ground. The professionalism and

enthusiasm of Mr. Ray Kelly, the newly appointed Director of 

Coaching and Development, Coach Ross Elliott, Coach

Matthew Johnston, Coach Nathan Booth and Coach

Consultant Andrew Ilie who have all joined the HKTA National

Coaching Team this year, has certainly enriched the coaching

proþle of the HKTA, and has greatly enhanced the Elite

Programmes for our valuable players.   Together with Coach 

Leo Liu, Coach Christiaan Hart, and assistant coach Yang Yi 

the training has gone from strength to strength and a lot of 

exciting elements have been  brought  into  the  programmes 

at both the NTS and TG level.

In the coming year,  the  Committee  looks  forward  to  further 

expanding  the  Elite  Programmes  and  aims  at  bringing the 

playing standards of our juniors to a higher level. With our main 

focus being the development of young elite players, we will 

continue to offer quality coaching and will continue to invest 

in our programmes. It is hoped that results will be produced not 

only from the ITF junior circuit tournaments, but also from the 

Junior Grand Slams and the professional circuits in the not too 

distant future.

Thanks are due to the Council of the Hong Kong Tennis

Association for supporting our activities  during the past year, 

the Leisure and Cultural Services Department for providing

our programmes with excellent training facilities, the

management of the HKSI for their continued support during

the past year, the parents for their conþdence and trust in 

us, and þnally the players who have made their coaches,

themselves, their parents and Hong Kong very proud.
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ITF Thailand G4 (2-15 July 2007)

In July 2007, Sher Chun Wing & Sher Pui Wing traveled on a

HKTA subsidized trip to Thailand and competed in two ITF

Grade 4 events, the Toyota Open 2007 and the ITF Mercedes

Cup 2007. In week one, they combined to reach the

quarterþnals of the girlsõ doubles after upsetting the No.6

seeds in the previous round. They were eventually knocked 

out by the No.4 seeds in the quarterþnals. In week two Sher Pui 

Wing reached the 3rd round by beating the No. 8 seeds but

eventually lost in this round to the No. 12 seeds from India, 

whereas Sher Chun Wing was knocked out in the 2nd round 

by No. 14 seeds from India.  

Guangzhou & Shenzhen Interport Matches

(January, August and October 2007)

Friendly   matches   were   arranged   with   the   Guangzhou

Provincial Sports Institute in Guangzhou in February and

August 2007.  The selected NTS and TGA players competed in

a number of singles, doubles & mixed doubles matches with

their mainland counterparts.   Our players were thrilled to

display their talents in a match-type situation and made 

many new friends.   With the improved quality of Chinese

players, our juniors will certainly beneþt in 2008 from more

trips of a similar nature.

The  HKTA  organised  another  Interport  Match  in  October  in 

Hong Kong giving the players an opportunity to play intensive 

tennis for two days.   The Guangzhou team ended up winning 

with a two-day combined score of 24-8, but the outcome of 

this friendly competition was of much less signiþcance than

the opportunity to savour the great competitive atmosphere

and to test one’s skills against his/her peers in a spirited yet

good-natured encounter.  The  team  members  were extremely

supportive of one another, their behaviour was good and

everyone who participated enjoyed the experience. 
Talent Group A (TGA) Summer Training 
and overseas tournaments

Interport Matches with Guangzhou (13-17 August 2007)  

Chinese National Junior Tennis Championships

(16-23 July 2007) 

This year the Committee extended some special attention

to a group of promising juniors who are training in the

Talent Group A led by Coach Christiaan Hart. In a trip

sponsored by the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation, they þrst 

took part in a 5-week programme that started in July with 

the Chinese National Junior Series in Beijing, they then

returned for some training camps in Hong Kong followed 

in August by Interport Matches in Guangzhou.   The whole

programme was very good in terms of player education,

independence and overall conþdence. In particular the

training and matches played in China were very different 

from what they had experienced in Hong Kong.  For most of 

the team,  playing in the tournament in Beijing was their þrst

experience of competition “overseas”.  The players had many 

chances to learn how to handle themselves, keep motivated 

and get into a daily tennis routine away from their families.  

Elite Committee

Summer Tour to Europe (July 2007)

An intensive 8-week programme comprising of high standard

training camps and overseas tournaments was organized 

for the NTS players during the summer.  Having had a training

programme the fundamentals of which involved coordination

skills, technique improvement and tactics, the NTS players 

were given many opportunities to translate all they had learnt 

into solid play during this tour. 

Kevin Wong and Brian Yeung were selected to join renowned 

coach Dave Bandelin in Europe in July 2007 for training 

camps and tournaments.  They played in three top level junior

tournaments in Denmark, Sweden and Austria and spent 3

weeks training with some top juniors selected by Dave at the 

centre in Sweden.  The tournaments were deþnitely productive

and beneþcial for our players due to the different talented

players that they encountered, and this gave them the

opportunities to further develop both their technical skills  

and mental toughness.  At the tournament in Sweden, Kevin

captured the 12U Singles title and Brian was the runner-up. 

ATF Junior Series 

Malaysia (8-12 August 2007) and Korea (13-17 October 2007) 

At all the Asian 14/U Series tournaments (excluding the Asian 

14/U Championships & Asian 14/U Masters Series Final) a

feed-in system for the singles draws is utilized. Players who lose 

out in the þrst round of the main draw will automatically be

entered into a consolation draw, presenting a great

opportunity for our players to gain a lot of match play

experience.  Kelvin Lam and Vincent Yau represented Hong

Kong in the ATF 14U Series in Malaysia in August and played 

some great tennis with their counterparts from Japan,

Thailand, Malaysia, India, Bahrain and Sri Lanka.  Kelvin only

lost one singles match to the No.1 seed in the second

round, and þnished 9th, Vincent made the quarterþnals

after an impressive victory over the No.6 seeds and he

eventually þnished 7th.  Playing together they reached the

semiþnal of the Doublesõ event.  

Following the event in October, the Committee sent another 

team of 5 players (Vincent Yau, Kelvin Lam, Justin To, Vivian 

Lin and Carmen Lai) to Korea.  The tournament was of a very 

high standard and was dominated by local Korean players.  

The competition for our players was excellent and the events 

showed our group how much þght and determination is

required to be successful at all levels of the game.   Of all 

our players, Kelvin had the best result þnishing in 5th place

during the þrst week tournament. 
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National Training Squad (As of Nov 1, 2007)

 Girls Boys
 IP Katherine HO Ryan 

 KI Yan Tung LAM Ray 

 LAI Carmen LAM Siu Fai, Kelvin

 MA Nickie LUI Shing Fung

 SHENE Pui Yee NG Darren

 TSUI Nicole WONG Chun Hun, Kevin

  YAU Long Fung, Vincent

  YEUNG Brian

National Training Squad (NTS) and Talent Group (TG)

06/07 Season – Awards 

NTS Most Outstanding Player Boy 

Winner: Kelvin Lam

NTS Most Outstanding Player Girl

Winner: Sher Chun Wing

NTS Most Improved Player Girl

Winner: Sher Pui Wing

NTS Most Improved Player Boy

Winner: Vicent Yau & Brian Yeung

NTS Most Talented Player Boy

Winner: Kevin Wong

TG Mr. Fitness

Winner: Antonin Jouve

TG Ms. Fitness

Winner: Diana Chu

TG Most Improved Player Boy 2007

Winner: Yuen Cheuk Yin

TG Most Improved Player Girl

Winner: Lee Sojung

TG Most Outstanding Player Boy

Winner: Tommy Lam

TG Most Outstanding Player Girl

Winner: Lin Wing Man, Vivian

TG Most Hard Working Player Boy

Winner: Patrick Yung

TG Most Hard Working Player Girl

Winner: Law Yik Yan, Suki

TG Mr. Congeniality

Winner: Michael Cheung

TG Ms. Congeniality

Winner: Christy Chan

Elite Committee

ITF Asian 14U European Tour (July and August 2007) 

The International Tennis Federation extended recognition to 

Justin To as one of the most promising players in this region 

when he was invited to join the ITF Asian 14U European Tour 

from July until August 2007.  During that time, the Hong Kong 

protégé contested a number of category 1 and 2

ETA-sanctioned tournaments.  Other notables that played in 

these events included Jason Kubler of Australia and Europe’s 

under-14 No.1, Anton Volkov of Russia.

The ITF Asian 14U European Tour is part of the ITF Development

Programme þnanced by the ITF and the Grand Slam

Development Fund.   The touring team is an integral part

of the   development   programme   and   aims   to facilitate

the transition of talented players through regional and

international junior competitions and where possible, on to

the professional ranks.  In order to  be  eligible  for  selection

onto the ITF Asian 14U European Tour, players must have out

performed others in the ITF 14U Asian Championship by

reaching top 6 in the event.   Justin To was selected on the

basis of his ranking as No.4 player in the 2007 ITF 14U Asian 

Championships.  

Talent Group

The Talent Group (TG) training was formed in 2003 with the

purpose of ensuring a continuous ÿow of players to feed up

the Development Pyramid as well as providing talented 

young players with exposure to intensive training and quality

coaching. The Talent Group also serves to lay the stepping-

stone for talented players aged 18 and under to enter the 

National Training Squad.   In  June  2007,  another  10-month  

intensive  training  was completed successfully.  A total of 90

promising juniors came together to celebrate their

achievements during the Year End Party at the Kowloon Tsai 

Park in June.  

The sixth season of the Talent Group began in September

2007 and we will continue to strive for training excellence by

combining intensive training with local and overseas

tournaments and we optimistically anticipate further progress

being made in 2007.   In addition, we have re-organised the

programme structure of Talent Group and set up an additional

venue to increase focus on the development needs

of the players at different levels.   The HKTA coaching team 

are to be commended for  their  efforts  in  integrating  and

structuring the Talent Group thus making it a more

goal-orientated programme. 

The Committee have also placed great emphasis on

communication  with  the  stakeholders  involved  in  the  Talent

Group.  Throughout the year, we  actively communicated  with  

parents  verbally,  electronically  and via  meetings  and  reports

on   their   child’s   development.   Parents and players also

received   regular   reports   in the form of emails and

newsletters ensuring that their child’s  advancement  is  being

efþciently and  accurately monitored.  We always strive for

improvement and better performance, and the

management and coaching team will continue their efforts

in achieving excellence, by combining intensive training

with overseas tournaments and tennis tours, and it is fully

anticipated that further progress will be made in the coming 

year.


