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About Hong Kong Tennis Foundation

g g The current Chairman is Dr. Philip Kwok SBS, JP (Director of Wing On Company

International Limited) who together with the council members to carry out the aims

The Hong Kong Tennis Foundation (HKTF) was and objectives of the Foundation.

founded twenty years ago in 1988 when a group

of tennis enthusiasts got together and decided to . = =
gl The First HKTF Council The Current HKTF Council

form a Tennis Foundation with the aim of furthering
Vice Chairman Chairman
Mr.Vincent LO Dr. Philip KWOK, SBS, JP

of tennis in Hong Kong to match those elsewhere Members | Mr. Haider BARMA, GBS, JP

the promotion of Tennis in Hong Kong especially at Councilors

the junior level. a .:,_,{\

D Chairman

The aims and objectives of the Foundation are set T The Hon
Sir David FORD

-
to support the promotion and development of tennis < V

with the ultimate objective of raising the standards

in the world; and to provide funds by obtaining
commercial sponsorship and donations for the
projects of the Hong Kong Tennis Association and
other bodies involved in the development of tennis

standards in Hong Kong.

Ms. Kathy CHIU, JP

4

Mr. Adrian FU Mr. Dick LEE, GBS

The first council of the HKTF was chaired by Mrs. Doreen CHENG The Hon Paul CHENG

Sir David Ford (Chief Secretary of Hong Kong
from 1987 to 1993) and was joined by a group

of prominent Hong Kong businessmen and

government employees.

Mr.Vincent LIANG, JP Mr. Jock MACKIE Mrs.Jo REED Mr. Kenneth TSUI Mr. Edmond YUE

Sir David remained as the Chairman until he retired Mr. Po CHUNG Mr. FK HU, JP Mr. Jock MACKIE

from the Hong Kong Government and returned to
LK. in1998: ‘[ince bl lefthershave been'thias There have during the years of the past two decades been several changes in

other Chairmen: Sir Hamish Macleod (Financial the illustrious council members following the concept of tennis lovers from various

Secretary of Hong Kong 1991 until 1995) chaired business and other sectors in Hong Kong.

the council from 1993 until he left Hong Kong in

1995 the position was then taken up by Mr. Anthony Past Chairmen
Nightingale SBS, JP (Managing Director of Jardine Dr.Philip KWOK, JP Mr. Nigel RICH, JP
Matheson Limited) who remained as Chairman for Sir David Ford (1988-1993) Sir Hamish Macleod (1993-1995)
ten years until 2005. Past Members
Dr. Edgar Cheng, GBS, JP (1995-1997) Mr. Michael Lamb (2000-2001) Mr. James So (1991-1994)
Mr. David S. Davies, OBE (1994-2000) Dr. Eric Lee (2000-2001) Ms. Janet Spence (2001-2002)
Mr. Franz Donhauser (2004-2007) Mr. David Liang (1995-1996) Mr. Lawrence T Wong (1995-1996)
Mr. Jose F SUAREN JR Major General Mr.Alex WU, JP
G H WATKINS, Mr. Fok Kwan Wing (2002) Mr. Peter Lowe (2000-2002) Mrs. Wendy Wong (2000)
Mr. Hans Franklin (1995-1997) Mr. Jeff Mann (2000-2001) Dr. Eden Woon (2000-2008)
Mr. Joelle Ho (2004-2006) Mr. Douglas H Moore (2002-2007) Mr. Henry Wu, BBS, JP (2000-2001)
Mr. Raymond Kwok, JP (1995-1997) Ms. Stella Poon (2001-2002) Mr. Paul Yuen (2002-2004)
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Message from Mr. Michael Chang, Patron of the HKTF

Dear Hong Kong Tennis Foundation,

Congratulations on celebrating your 20" anniversary! As you know, Hong
Kong has been and will always be a special place for me not only from a tennis
playing perspective but also in making so many friends there throughout the
years. |'ve often played some of my best tennis in Hong Kong and no doubt,
feeling like | was playing at home was a big part of that. | will always remember
the support and cheers of the Hong Kong people and their warm and acceptance

of me as one of their own will stay with me forever.

As you host your fund raising dinner tonight, know that | am with you in spirit
celebrating all that HKTF has done for Hong Kong tennis especially in teaching its
youth and introducing them to the game. My hope is that tennis will only continue
to grow and that one day, with the efforts of such important organisations like
yourself, Hong Kong will celebrate its very own champions on both the WTA and

ATP Tours! How exciting that would be!

| wish you all the best and look forward to the next time | can be in Hong
Kong partnering with you in helping the next generation of players excel to the
highest level. May tonight be a very successful part of raising funds for the next

champions from Hong Kong!

Sincerely,

Michael Chang

Patron, The HKTF
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Message from Sir Hamish Macleod, Chairman November 1993 - September 1995

| am delighted that the Tennis Foundation is still going strong after 20 years, and am sure it
will continue to be vital as a means of introducing young people to this most enjoyable and
sociable sport. Personally, given | am now 68, | now find golf rather less demanding on my
ageing body; but my wife still plays outdoor tennis throughout the year, though warm gloves
are sometimes needed in the Scottish winter! | wish the Foundation continuing success - and

fruitful fund raising.

Best wishes to you all!

Hamish Maclead

Ex-Chairman

Message from Mr. Anthony Nightingale, Chairman October 1995 - January 2006

©® Messages

| much enjoyed my long association with the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation and remember the
enthusiasm and the strong support of the members of the committee which greatly helped me

in my role as Chairman.

| recall with particular pleasure the ProAm events where | was able to play with some of the
tennis greats of the past like Vijay Amritraj and Kim Warwick and in more recent times with the

Chinese lady tennis players who have been such a success on the world’s stage.

| also always valued the annual mini tennis competition organised by the Hong Kong Tennis
Association for Hong Kong schools. This introduces children at a young age to a form of tennis

which hopefully in many cases will lead them to develop a love for the game of tennis itself.

| wish the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation all the best on its 20" Anniversary for this year and

for the future.

Anthony Nightingale

Ex-Chairman

Message from Dr. Philip Kwok, Chairman

It is a great honour for me to be the Chairman of the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation, | was
one of the founder committee members, it is therefore especially significant for me to be

the Chairman during the year of the 20t Anniversary of the Foundation.

| am an avid supporter of tennis in the community, a keen tennis player and | have been
involved in the administration of the sport for many years. So anything that can further the

development of this sport that we all love so much is dear to my heart.

The creation of the Tennis Foundation twenty years ago filled a void that would hinder the
development of tennis unless funds were made available to nurture the talented youth of
all ages in Hong Kong, as well as to have funds available for them to travel overseas and

refine their skills on the international stage.

As a group we have fulfilled that need, however financial support is still a major concern
and we will strive to generate funding via events such as the 20th Anniversary Dinner, and
another forthcoming event a tennis Pro Am in January 2009 that has been made possible

with the support of the Tennis Patrons Association.

| would like to thank everyone who attends the 20th Anniversary Dinner and especially
those who support the auction and the raffle as all the proceeds from these events will go

towards tennis development in Hong Kong.
Finally | would like to thank the members of the Foundation, the sponsors and the staff

of the Hong Kong Tennis Association for all their efforts to ensure that these fund raising

events are a success.

Philirs Kol

Chairman
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Programmes Supported by the Foundation

The objectives of the Tennis Foundation are:

* To provide financial assistance to programmes that will develop the standards of tennis in Hong Kong.
Such programmes would include but not be limited to the following:
Mini tennis schemes; school tennis schemes; regional training schemes and the training of local juniors.

* To help finance the staging of local tournaments, and to financially assist the top local players to attend
international events.

» To provide financial support to officials and coaches, in the pursuit of raising their standards to an
international level.

With these objectives inmind during the past twenty years, over 130 programmes have been funded or partially funded by the Foundation.
These programmes have ranged from Mini Tennis Promotions, School Training Programmes Summer Tours, local tournaments and
financing young professional players to improve their world rankings and be better prepared to represent Hong Kong in international

team events such as the Davis Cup and the Federation Cup as well as the Asian Games and hopefully one day the Olympics.

Mini Tennis Promotion Schemes

This scheme has been supported each year since 1989 by the
Foundation and many of the best players in Hong Kong got

their first taste of tennis holding a mini tennis rackets.

The objectives of the Mini Tennis Scheme is to introduce tennis
to children at an early age through the primary schools. The
modified equipment and courts are designed to suit the ability
and physique of the younger children. With the provision of

smaller lighter rackets and soft

foam balls the young children
players find it easier to learn how to hit a ball and to develop a stroke. All the skills used in regulation
tennis ground strokes, volleys, lobs and serves can be developed in Mini tennis, these skills learned can
then be easily transferable to a full size court. Itis also a natural way of spotting aptitude for the game and

can be used effectively in talent identification.

© Programmes Supported by the Foundation

The scheme commences with a training course for teachers, they learn the basic skills

and a teaching method. Equipment is donated to the schools following these training MINI-TENNIS p‘f],rjrﬁr’;"?-'f,.-t:
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courses and then the teachers can manage on their own to organise the training classes

in their respective schools.

After six months of training classes an inter district

Mini Tennis Competition is held culminating in an

Annual Championships where the best players from each school compete.

This formula has been very successful and has been adhered to by the Development Committee

of the HKTA. During the years of the programme various enhancements such as Student Awards,
school visits by advisory coaches and launching clinics have been incorporated. This programme has made a big impact on the

development of Hong Kong's tennis players.

Hong Kong ITF Junior Circuit Tournament

Hong Kong was one of the first nations in Asia to hold an open junior tournament when
in 1977 the first Open Age Group Championships was held. This proved very popular
and continued for four more years. In 1981 the International Tennis Federation started
the ITF World Junior Ranking Programme and Hong Kong and Japan were the first
Asian nations to join this circuit. There were two circuits in Asia the Spring Circuit and
the Autumn Circuit and Hong Kong hosted two events each year, the Open Junior

Championships and the East Asian Junior Championships.

Finding sponsors to help with the finances of these events was always difficult as the players were not
household names and not a great deal of interest was shown by spectators. However it was the best way
for many of our aspiring players to have an opportunity to play against some of the best juniors in the world
without costly travel implications. The HKTA felt that these events were an integral part in the development

of the top juniors in Hong Kong and went to the HKTF for assistance with funding.

The first time the HKTF sponsored one of these ITF Junior

Champicnships was the East Asian Junior Championships in

1990 and since then the Foundation has assisted each year with
the funding for one of two ITF Junior tournaments held each year by the Association. There
have been many changes in the level of the events over the years and several of the worlds

top players have been seen playing in the Hong Kong events including Andy Roddick,

Xavier Malisse, Paradorn Schrichapan, Carling Bassett, Robin Soderling and Sania Mizra
and of course our own top players, Patricia Hy, Paulette Moreno and Tong Ka Po have all been past champions. More recently Zhang

Ling, Jessica Yang Zi Jun, Dino Dell'Orto and Gilbert Wong have received winners trophies and improved their world rankings.

Programmes Supported by the Foundation @
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Overseas Tours

One of the most important components of a junior player's
tennis educationis to be able to play intournaments. Once
a player reaches a good standard it is essential that he or
she can play as many matches against as many different
opponents with varying standards as possible. To achieve
this overseas tours are organised by the Hong Kong
Tennis Association each year. As the costs of sending a
team of juniors with a coach overseas can be quite high
the Hong Kong Tennis Foundation have in the last twenty

years helped with the finances of these trips.

The first of these trips was in 1990 when a team of 2 boys 2 girls and a coach went to participate in 18 and under ITF junior ranking
tournaments in the Philippines and Thailand. This resulted in three of the players gaining their first world junior ranking points, Sven
Keoehler, Pang Sheung and Willy Chan. Willy Chan later in 1995 was ranked 63 girl in the world, and Sven'’s best performances included
a junior world ranking of 14 in 1992, a last 16 in singles at Junior Wimbledon in 1992 and a quarter final in doubles at Junior Wimbledon

in 1993. All the players later became representative players for Hong Kong.

In 1991 the Foundation funded 3 trips to the Prince Asia Challenge 16U and 14U events in
Manila, Kuala Lumpur and Brunei (the fourth leg was played in Hong Kong). Atthe end of
the 4 tournament circuit 4 boys and 3 girls from Hong Kong were eligible to participate in
the Grand Masters held in Bangkok. Both Jackie Fu and Alex Lui made it to finals, a good

result for Hong Kong.

Also in 1991 a trip for juniors aged 11-15 was organised to England. John Hui and Jason
Sankey were members of this trip, both of these players went on to become top Hong Kong players eventually representing Hong
Kong in Davis Cup and other top level events. John Hui played on the ATP circuit for several years reaching a high of 157 in doubles

in 2002.

Over the next eighteen years the Foundation funded trips for the best juniors of different
ages to England, Europe, USA, Australia, China and many other places in Asia. The latest
was in 2008 when two trips were sponsored one was for a group of talented younger juniors
to travel to Australia to play tournaments and train. It was a great experience for the juniors
as not only did they get to play and train with their counterparts from Australia but as the trip

included home stay they also got the social experience of living with the families down under.

@ Programmes Supported by the Foundation

The other trip funded in 2008 was for Jessica Yang Zi Jun to play in the French Open and Junior Wimbledon Grand Slams. Jessica is
one of the Association’s hopes for the future having reached a high of 22 in the ITF World Junior Ranking in July before she stopped

playing Junior events after Wimbledon to concentrate on the WTA events.

These overseas tours have been invaluable in helping all of Hong Kong's best players of the past
twenty years, and it is thanks to the Foundation that these players have gone on to give good
performances in both representative team events and international and local tournaments. Other
top players that have benefited from support to these overseas junior tours include Tong Ka Po, Polly
Lam Po Kuen, Venise Chan, Wayne Wong, Melvin Tong, Yu Hui Tung, Brian Hung, Gilbert Wong,
Martin Sayer, Jack Hui, Roald Chow, Michael Lai and Cindy Hah.

The Rice Bowl

The Rice Bowl first started in 1985 as a 16U and 14U event held during the Christmas holiday period. It was recognized in early years
as the official team event of the East Asian Tennis Association. In 1990 the Foundation along with the HK Sports Development Board
sponsored the event that was held at the Jubilee Sports Centre (now HKSI) players from China, Chinese Taipei, India, Japan, Singapore,

South Korea, Thailand, UK and Hong Kong competed

In 1991 the International Tennis Federation decided to experiment with a satellite series of three events for 16U and 14U players from
Asia, Hong Kong as an established tournament was invited to be the first leg followed by Manila and Bangkok. The HKTA thought this
would be a positive move and requested funding assistance from the Foundation. The event was great success and it was then decided
for future years that the Tournament would be called the East Asian Junior Championships and would be an 18 under leg of the ITF

Junior Circuit.

1isln\'l a The "Rice Bowl" was resurrected in 1994 as an interport
nt
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T ortJ tournament team event for 16U and 14U invited players mainly
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from China. This event became an invaluable tool for the training

o> pUNLOE Team Competition and the World Youth Cup. It was also a means
of cementing relationships between the players from China and
Hong Kong and many reciprocal return visits and interports have
culminated from this event. The Foundation helped support the

“Rice Bow!" in this format from 1985 until 2003.
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